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RAIL SPUR IN LIPONIE WOODS, USSR -

Smsnabd

l :
A rai spur under construcnon‘ and a railroad yard under
sion ap{:‘e r on t 53°06' N/24°05'E, app
mately seyen nautical #niles east of the USSR-Polish boundary.
are located on the rail line berween Bialystok, Poland and Volk
USSR. . ’
The| spur, which begins at the rail 'yard, parallels the
track for pproximafely 4,670 feet, then curves northward on a tt
radius of pproxxmately 1,760 feet and transects Liponie Woods.
the poi :t here the spur swings north from the main line it i

feet to [the end. Total length of thle spur is approximately 9,5

Rails have been laid from the SC‘)I.!th edge of the woods tow
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rd for a distance of appraximateiy 1,700 feet, and fr

Z—d west for a distance of approximately 870 fFet.
tography, construction work appeared to be active
oot gap between the two| segments. In the woodec

'clearingi for the right of way averages 15 to 20 feet in width,
partly overgrown since the way was cleared.

Ho .

Thé rhilroad yard is approximately 3,400 feet-long from

. C25X1D point to‘ cHoke point, and is at least six trg.cks wide. Aerial p

!
i

raphy of shows a two-track yard ap
mately |2,900 feet long at this' location. Ground scars at the ya
along the| spur indicate that the |expansion of trackage is
Two s :itch—control towers and several small associated building
locate 'gsouth of the yard. The swit -contg-ol towers appear the
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on the Approxxmately 70 carsl were i
yard a.tl: the time of the but resolunon and sca.le of hotog- .

raphy preg clude-identifying them as to type. - ‘ - |

Other than the spur construction, Liponie Woods contains only sev-
eral tt;i‘a;x:: and two small shacks, |oasxbly left from previous 6gging..
operations. A cutting pattern is i dicated by at least three stages of
timber growth. Aerial photographly _ confirms this. The last
timbex"l cufting was done several yearsago. The countryside sur

the woods is devoted to agriculture. armsteads are scattered t

out th | arpa. A ditch approximately 600 feet long leads southwest
the main jtrack from one of the farmsteads just north of the

line. | THe purpose of this "ditch,|which also appears on

photography, cannot be determined. |All roads whichserve
railroad yard are local in nature. 20-foot-wide, hard-surfa '
that .jo]ins Bialystok to Volkovysk is located approximately 2,
north of the end of the spur right of way, but there is no
assoc1 tian between it and the rail spur. '

There can be no functional relationship. between this F

construction and Kvatery Airfield, about two nautical miles to the north, .

becaus_:e photography indicates that the airfield is no longer ‘ sable.
Whether dr not expansion of the raxl yard at this location, closg

USSR-Polish border, is associated 1w1.th rail transfer activities is not

apparént from the photography at this stage of construction. The extension

-

of the|spur into the woods may be Jfor the purpose of serving gﬁtorage _
fac:.htxles not yet constructed, for use asaholding line for cars carrying |
materials|whose nature recommends isolation from the railroad yard, '
~or merely for screening certain 10adg.ngs from the main railway line.
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ilotage Chart (Low Altx de 168D), scale 1: 50(
ies M651, Sheet M-18, scale 1:100,000 (U)
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